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The Disposal of Taesil by the Yi Royal
Office(#L1#) during the Japanese
Colonial Period

Byung Taek Choi’

Abstract

This study aims to analyze the financial management of the Yi Royal Household
Office (Iwangjik) during the Japanese colonial period, as well as the management
and disposal of forest lands attached to royal placenta burial sites (taesil). From the
1920s onward, the Iwangjik faced severe financial difficulties due to increasing fixed
expenditures, stagnating stipends, and the burden of repaying debts incurred from
the funeral of Emperor Gojong in 1919.

A significant portion of royal property had already been reduced through the
“Reorganization of Imperial and State-Owned Properties” in 1907. Moreover, the
process of determining ownership of forest lands was fraught with difficulties due
to the ambiguous boundaries between forests and arable land. Although the
Government-General of Korea attempted to redefine the concept and ownership of
forest lands through the Forest Land Survey Project and related regulations in the
1910s, these policies often conflicted with customary practices of forest use and generated
considerable confusion. Nevertheless, the boundaries of forests attached to royal tombs
and taesil under the Iwangjik were delineated relatively early.

To secure revenue, the Iwangjik sold timber and firewood produced from these
forests through intermediaries, a practice closely related to the changing distribution
system of forest products at the time. However, due to the lack of financial capacity
for reforestation, many logged areas were left unmanaged, leading to frequent illegal

burials and grave looting around taebong sites. In response, the Iwangjik relocated

* Professor at Gongju National University of Education(E-mail: newcbt@gjue.ac.kr)
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the placenta jars (tacong) to Gyeongseong (present-day Seoul) in the late 1920s and
proceeded to sell the taesil-affiliated lands to private individuals.

Ultimately, the management and disposal of taesil by the Iwangjik demonstrate
not merely a strategy for financial supplementation, but also the process through

which traditional royal spaces were dismantled and privatized under colonial rule.

Keyword: lwangjik, Taesil, Forest Land Survey Project, Forest Law,
Royal Property, Japanese Colonial Period, Forest Product
Distribution



