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Record Control and Modes of
Representation in Yu Gwan—sun

Monogatari

Jong-Sun Park’

Abstract

This study explores the mechanisms of record control and historical distortion
under Japanese colonial rule through an analysis of Yu Gwan-sun Monogatari
(PIENE75E), a Japanese-language novel written by the Zainichi Korean author
Yu Da-ha. Focusing on the symbolic phrase, “Clerk, delete that part,” depicted in
the trial scenes of the novel, the study examines how colonial power manipulated
records and shaped historical narratives within administrative and judicial institutions.

Rather than attempting to verify historical facts empirically, this study approaches
the novel as a literary representation of colonial authority and the politics of memory.
To contextualize the narrative, relevant historical literature and records concerning
colonial administrative practices and the trials of Yu Gwan-sun and Pak Yeol are
consulted as supplementary sources. Through textual analysis, the study investigates
how the novel portrays the exclusion and suppression of voices that challenged colonial
rule.

The findings suggest that colonial authorities controlled collective memory by
selectively recording, omitting, or altering information. In the novel, deletion functions
not merely as a bureaucratic act but as a symbolic mechanism through which power
intervenes in the construction of history and public memory. By examining the relationship
between records, memory, and power, this study demonstrates how literary narratives
can contribute to recovering voices marginalized or erased from official historical accounts.

Keyword: Colonial Record Control, Yu Gwan—sun, Independence
Movement, Memory and Transmission, Yu Da—ha
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