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Shifts in Ahn Kook—sun’'s Perception of
‘Politics’ and the Logic of Pro—Japanese
Collaboration

Sang Gune Noh

Abstract

This article examines the transformation of Ahn Kook-sun’s thought from his
years of study abroad to the eve of the Japan -~ Korea Annexation, focusing on his
perception of “politics.” From the early stages of his intellectual formation, his central
concern lay with the state and politics, and he maintained a strong aspiration to
become a political actor. However, due to the constraints of the historical context
and his personal circumstances, this ambition proved difficult to realize. In response,
he partially revised his earlier ideas by expanding the scope of “politics” and emphasizing
the role of the people, thereby constructing a rationale that enabled him to participate
actively in enlightenment movements. Yet this adjustment did not constitute a
fundamental transformation of his thought: he continued to regard politics as the
primary task, while viewing enlightenment activities as a secondary alternative.

When the opportunity to enter officialdom arose, he accepted it without hesitation.
This decision reflected a partial shift in his thinking, as he came to emphasize constitutional
politics and public opinion in an effort to secure a limited degree of autonomy for
the Korean Empire. At the same time, he sought to justify his entry into government
service. However, the limitations of this justification were evident. Although he perceived
Japanese encroachment negatively, he did not fundamentally reject or resist it. Ultimately,
constrained by his political aspirations and the realities of power, he chose the path
of a subordinate official within the colonial regime —that is, pro-Japanese collaboration.

Keyword: Ahn Kook—sun(ZEi&), Korean Students in Japan in the
Late Daehan Empire Period, Palitics, politician, the theory
of party politics
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