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The Status of the National Debt Redemption
Movement in Cheonan as the History of
Regional Movements

Hyung-mok Kim"

Abstract

Cheonan at the Late Period of Korean Empire was in an atmosphere of growing
sense of crisis over colonization, including the Battle of Sesung Mountain, the Battle
of Seonghwan, the development of Jiksan Gold Mine, and the construction of the
Gyeongbu Rail. Meanwhile, foreign debt has snowballed, threatening the nation’s
existence. The movement to protect national sovereignty by repaying foreign debts
was felt everywhere.

Articles emphasizing the responsibilities and duties of the people were frequently
reported in newspapers. The decisive factor that changed the situation was the national
debt redemption movement based on ‘sharing and responsibility’. The signal fire
started in Daegu, but immediately spread to Korea and abroad. Like other regions,
Cheonan actively participated in this trend. Residents of Cheonan approached themself
as if they were the main character.

Enlightenment officials issued a statement of intent and organized a national debt
redemption movement committee to raise donations. This was the same as an important
‘stepping bridge’ that led to voluntary and competitive participation. Change came
as a great stimulus to remind residents of their responsibilities as members of society.
The various national movements here during the Korean Empire share this historical
background.

The status of the National Debt Redemption Movement was part of paying back

* The Commemorative Association of the National Debt Redemption Movement a director
(E-mail: hyungmok59@hanmail.net)
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the national debt, but it greatly changed the values of the people of the time. Changes
in perception to pursue ‘social publicity’ have made progress in line with this. The
scene that awakened the importance of living together could be done in The status
of the National Debt Redemption Movement. Isn’t the historical fact that was not
limited to men and women of all ages despite their status a true spiritual legacy
that must coexist in the Multicultural Era. In the end, peace and freedom, which

are universal values of mankind, are essential factors such as responsibility and sacrifice.

Keyword: Colonialization, Paying National Debt, Statement of Intent
in National Debt Redemption, A Meeting of National Debt
Redemption, Social Books, Sharing & Responsibility, Living
Community, Multicultural Era
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