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“

The Flow and Implications of the Mining
Law Seen from the Joseon Mining Decree
in the Japanese Colonial Era

Yeon-joo Kim'

Abstract

Various movements for carbon neutrality and eco-friendliness are proceeding globally
grounded on the conversion of energy; however, resources like oil still occupy an
important position. In this situation, legislation is an important issue in the preparation
of the basic system to manage and cope with it properly. Korean legislation has
been significantly influenced by the law in the Japanese colonial era. Japanese colonial
rule was based on the legislation to exploit labor and material from colonial Joseon
in many ways then. This is our painful and unforgettable history.

For this reason or such, there are quite a lot of similar parts between Korea and
Japan in terms of the administrative system and the legal system. Therefore, based
on the historical review of the legislation, it is necessary to attempt to consider and
contemplate historical and legal implications related to the Mining Law. It was such
a painful history, but we should not keep living in it. Therefore, it is needed for
us to select the items that can be referred to now and think about the issues from
various perspectives for mutual survival.

In conclusion, from realistic perspectives, it is necessary to examine and discuss
it constantly to make new mineral resources efficient within the conditions related
to resources changing globally and utilize Korean resources more usefully.

Keyword: Mining resources, the Japanese colonial era, resource
control, the Joseon Mining Decree, the Japanese
Government—General of Korea

* A Former Kookmin University Institute of Information and Law Research Professor, Ph.D.
(E-mail: yeonjoo0622@yah00.co.jp)
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