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Myeongcheon, North Hamkyeong Province March 1%

Movement and Dong Pung—shin

Jeong Eun LEE’

Abstract

Myeongcheon-gun(county) is in East-southemn part in North Hamkyeong Province, the northeast
coast of the Korean Peninsula. In Myeongcheon-gun, where there are many mountainous areas,
the righteous army movement took place fiercely in the second half of 1908. Myeongcheon-gun
was also the center of Cheondogyo(X3H%%) and Christianity in North Hamgyeong Province.
The demonstration of national independence in Myeongcheon is drawing attention due to
Dong pung-shin(Fi5:{5) who is regards as “North Korea’s Yu Gwan-soon,” a famous girl
patriot and martyr. Dong pung-shin was also a girl of 15-year-old, and died in Seodaemun
Prison, Seoul after protesting for national independence like Yu Gwan-sun. In Myeongcheon,
5,000 people staged a big protest on March 15. It should also be noted as a demonstration
itself.

The demonstration on March 15, 1919 is as follows. Around 9 a.m. about 300 residents
from Pohang-dong(ili)), Yongpo-dong, and Pyeongchon-dong, Haga-myeon, Myeongcheon-gun,
shouted hurrah with the National flags at the forefront, and 5,000 crowds gathered from
nearby villages, including about 800 residents of Namsan-dong. It was one of the largest
demonstration in Hamgyeongbuk-do. Hagi-myeon office head([il<) laughed at the residents’
willingness to independence and rebuked them. Residents staged violent protests, beating the
head of the myeon and arsonizing the myeon office. Dong Min-soo( #H(75) was a farmer
living in Jimyeong-dong, Haga-myeon. His surname Gwangcheon(J#7/11) Dong(#) is not a
common surname in Korea. The founder was Dong Jung-seo( #f[":T), who unified China
with the idea of Confucianism during the reign of Muje(#i7), former Han(Hii{, 202 B.C~
8 AD). As Dong’s clan village, two of four representative Dongs in the country are Haga-myeon,
Myeongcheon-gun. Dong Min-soo was always lying in bed because he was ill. When he heard
that his compatriots were shot to death in a demonstration near his village on March 15,

he jumped up from his bed, saying, “Now I have a place to die,” and changed his new

* The president of March 15t Movement Commemoration Asoociation



clothes and ran to the site of Hwadae market place, 3km away from home and participated
demonstration and was shotted to died. Dong Min-soo had a 15-year-old daughter, Poongshin.
When Dong Pung—s}ﬁn(%%ﬁl904~l921) heard the news of his father’s attack, he dressed
up in funeral clothes, unpacked her hair, cryed out loudly, and ran to the Hwadae demonstration
site. She held her father’s body and cried, but rose resolutely and went to the military police
branch to lead the protest movement by calling for independence. She was arrested and imprisoned
in Seodaemun Prison, Seoul after going through Hamheung Prison. Japanese police ordered
an inmate to change her mind and told her false news that her mother had passed away.
Dong Pung-shin died in prison while abolishing food and beverage at the news. In Myeongcheon,
there were continuous demonstrations from the 5,000 Hwadae demonstration on March 15
to June of that year. Myeongcheon-gun was the best independence spirit in Hamgyeong-do,
and became a place to be remembered even more with the death of a 15-year-old gitl, Dong
Pung-shin.

Keyword: Myeongcheon—gun(county), March 1% Movement, demonstration, Dong
pung—shin(E24Z) Seodaemun Prison, Yu Gwan—soon, girl patriot, martyr



