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The influence of Yu Gwan—soon's Christian spirit on

the independence movement.

Lee KeonSu'
Abstract

Yu Jung-kwon, the father of Yu Gwan-soon, was influenced by his grandfather Yoo Yoon-ki
and uncle Yoo Jung-moo's acceptance of Christianity. In 1908, Yoo Bin-ki, a grandfather
of the family, formed a friendship with Severance's doctor, American Cable Missionary, and
obtained a thatched house, hung a bell, attached a cross, and began mission. As a result,
grandfather Yoo Yoon-ki and uncle Yoo Joong-moo were inspired and became Christians,
and uncle Yoo Joong-moo worked as missionaries for the church. Yu Gwan-soon's independence
movement began with an armed and non-violent independence movement, but as Japanese
imperialism attacked enemy forces with guns and swords, numerous students, ordinary people,
and farmers were killed by ruthless suppression. Students from schools and Ewha Womans
University in Seoul participated in the second Seoul Independence Movement in which Yu
Gwan-soon participated. Yu Gwan-soon, who was arrested and released, came down to his
hometown of Cheonan and planned an independence movement with his Christian family.
On April 1, 1919, (March 1, the lunar calendar), the Manse Movement in Byeongcheon,
Cheonan, sacrificed the parents of martyr Yu Gwan-soon and numerous people. Advisor Yu
Gwan-soon, who was arrested for the independence movement, was more severely tortured
under the leadership of the Okjung Manse Movement and died at the age of 19. Yu Gwan-soon
has many similarities with French hero Jeanne Arc in that he sacrificed his life for his country
under the call of God when his country was in crisis at a young age. Most of the 33 people
who declared independence were transferred to pro-Japanese forces by appeasing and threatening.
However, Yu Gwan-soon did not give in to the spirit of martyrdom until the end, resisted
peacefully, and died. In order to grasp the martyristic Christian spirit of patriotic martyr
Yu Gwan-soon, it is intended to help study the influence of Christian missionaries, the people
who instilled Christian faith, and the influence on Christian schools and inherit the Christian
spirit.

Keyword: Martyr Yu Gwan—soon, Christian spirit, independence movement, prison

hooray movement, and spiritual succession

* Professor Backseok University, Department of Police, Doctor of Criminology



